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Haiti is testing the limits of foreign aid, both public and private; it remains to be 
seen whether successful innovations in philanthropy and public-private partnerships 
stand a chance on this long-devastated island.  ere has been a general reinvention 
of foreign assistance over the last decade that is playing out in countries across the 
globe. New players have emerged who are testing innovative ways of spurring long-
term economic growth to free individuals and nations from dependence on the 
ine�ciencies of foreign aid. Long-time players like major nonpro�ts and foundations 
are experimenting with bottom-up, technology-driven solutions that also seek to 
replace dependence with sustainability. Public-private partnerships are replacing 



the brown journal of world affairs

Carol Adelman

90

greatly exceed government aid.  ey account for some 80 percent of the developed 
world’s economic dealings with developing countries.  ese private �nancial �ows 
from the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development’s (OECD) 
Development Assistance Committee donor countries amounted to $455 billion in 
2009 (the most recent year for which data are available).1

What is clear from these numbers is that developed countries provide far more 
to the developing world through private actors than through government aid.  is 
re�ects the diverse, new world of international development where for-pro�ts, 
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well as the pro�le of international philanthropy.  e Hope for Haiti telethon, which 
was televised on numerous television stations in the United States and around the 
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of the population lives on less than $1 a day and 78 percent on less than $2 a day.14

In the a�ermath of the earthquake, most of the NGOs in Haiti are still working on 
basic problems of food supply, sanitation, and shelter.  e sheer scope of the disaster 
and the dual burdens of poverty and corruption have made progress toward recovery 

slow.  e streets of Port-au-Prince 
are still piled with earthquake de-
bris, although rubble removal is 
�nally proceeding.15 Stories abound 
of supplies languishing at the docks 
while payo�s are sought; endless red 

tape hampers the distribution of much needed medical and relief supplies.  e relief 
camps that sprung up a�er the earthquake are still crowded. While structural dam-
age to many homes in the capital was not as bad as �rst feared, many Haitians are 
afraid to return home in case of another earthquake. In addition, the camps, which 
o�er schooling, security, clean water and health care, have become somewhat of a 
magnet in the destabilized country.
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ownership of aid programs further eroded the legitimacy of government, led to 
government indi�erence about the success or failure of programs and contributed 
to “brain drain” in the country.20 
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NGOs are also harnessing technology to aid in rebuilding and long-term develop-
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