








declared that “China and South America have already become extremely good
friends and partners.” Hu also traveled to Cuba, where he signed economic accords,
met with both Raúl and Fidel Castro, and spoke of the friendship between the
Cuban and Chinese peoples. As the Associated Press noted, China is Cuba’s second
largest trading partner (after Venezuela), with annual bilateral trade eclipsing
$2.6 billion, and Chinese trade with all of Latin America increased from $10 billion
in 2000 to $103 billion in 2007.
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