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Talking Points

Building the Alliance for Freedom: An Agenda for 
Improving and Expanding the Visa Waiver Program

James Jay Carafano, Ph.D., and Richard Weitz, Ph.D.

The term “homeland security” is misleading. Virtu-
ally no homeland security program can be imple-
mented effectively without the support and
cooperation of America’s friends and allies around the
world. On the other hand, security is not about “push-
ing our borders out,” making other nations bear the
burden of protecting U.S. citizens. Homeland security
is really a cooperative effort that enables nations to
serve their mutual interests and protect their citi-
zens—as well as the global economic lifelines that
carry the free flow of goods, services, peoples, and
ideas—against the threat of transnational terrorism.

Strengthening the international instruments that
help to achieve this goal has to be a U.S. priority. One
important tool is the Visa Waiver Program (VWPh4er
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	Since the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001, Congress has tightened controls over the VWP. The USA PATRIOT Act of 2001 req...
	The original deadline for implementing new standards was October 1, 2003, but technical problems led the Administration to use t...
	To further smooth implementation of the new rules, the DHS decided to allow CBP officers to make a one-time exception to this re...
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	Members of Congress have been hesitant to change the law to expand VWP participation. Since the September 11 terrorist attacks, ...
	A good start would be to consolidate control of visa issuance and monitoring and management of the VWP in a single federal agenc...
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